
Proceedings of the Executive Council (EC) of Indian Society of Agronomy held on May 11, 
2011 at 10:00 AM, Division of Agronomy, IARI, New Delhi-12 

 
The following were present in the meeting 
 
 1. Dr Arvind Kumar, DDG (Edu.), ICAR & President of ISA   

2. Dr V.M. Bhale, Vice President of ISA  
3. Dr A.K. Vyas, Head, Agronomy, IARI 

 4. Dr K.G. Wankhede, Chief Executive IFFDC  
 5. Dr D.S. Rana, Secretary, ISA 
 6. Dr M.S. Pal, Joint Secretary, ISA 
 7. Dr R.K. Pannu, Councillor, Haryana  
 8. Dr Ashok Kumar, Treasurer, ISA 
 9. Dr Y.V. Singh, Councillor, Delhi 
 

At the outset, Dr D.S. Rana, Secretary of the Society extended hearty welcome to  

Dr Arvind Kumar, President of the Society and other members of Executive Council and 

requested the Chair to conduct the proceedings. 

Chairman at the outset expressed concern about the poor attendance, and stated that 

esteemed members of the Society have lot of expectations from the present EC and that can be 

achieved only through active participation of the EC members.  He desired participation of EC 

members in future meetings except under some unavoidable circumstances. Thereafter, agenda 

items were taken up for discussion and following decisions were taken. 

Agenda 1. Confirmation of the minutes of the last meeting of EC. 

 Minutes of last meeting of the Executive Council were confirmed. 

Agenda 2. Discussion on organization of 3rd International Agronomy Congress. 

 The need to organize 3rd International Agronomy Congress in 2012 was felt and after 

discussion, following theme emerged out tentatively. 

 “Agronomy, Research and Education for Livelihood Security” 

 It was decided to share the theme with esteemed members and have their views on the 

theme, before the same is finalized.  EC members were also requested to give thought on it and 

mail the theme to the Secretary within a week’s time.  It was decided to organize the Congress 

from 26 November to 30 November, 2012 at New Delhi.  For the Chief Guest of inaugural 

function, it was decided to approach the Hon’able President and Prime Minister of India once it 

is finalized.  It was also decided to make prior arrangements to hold the congress at Vigyan 

Bhawan, New Delhi.  Following registration fee for the Congress was tentatively finalized. 



  Foreign  Indian 
 For member delegate US$ 500 ($600)* 5,000 ( 6,000)* 

 Students/Research Scholar US$ 200 (250)* 2,000 ( 2,500)* 

 Accompany member US$ 200 2000  

 *with late fee 

 It was decided to consult the agronomists of National and International arena regarding 

location of the Congress in India or any other country.  In case no country come forward, we 

may seek necessary approvals for organize it in India. It was also decided to engage ‘Event 

Manager’ for effective organization.  

Agenda 3. Constitution of Editorial Board for 2011-2012. 

 EC members observed that quality of journal mainly depends upon the Chief Editor.  The 

EC members unanimously suggested the name of Dr Rajendra Prasad, for this position.  On this, 

Dr Arvind Kumar, President of the Society requested Dr Rajendra Prasad to kindly accept the 

responsibility of the Chief Editor and he very kindly consented to the proposal.  EC members 

expressed their pleasure to have Dr Rajendra Prasad as Chief Editor of the journal.  For the 

constitution of the Editorial Board, the members of EC suggested following name for editors of 

Editorial Board 2011 and 2012.  EC members gave liberty to Dr Rajendra Prasad to make further 

improvement in the Editorial Board. 

 

Editors-in-Chief: Dr Rajendra Prasad, Ex-ICAR National Professor, C-309, Vardhman   
         Apartment, Phase-I, Mayur Vihar, New Delhi-110 091 
         (Email: rajuma36@gmail.com) 
Editors Name & address  Area of Specialization  
Dr S. Bhaskar, Professor of Agronomy, College of Agriculture, 
GKVK, UAS, Bengaluru-560 065, Karnataka 
09845563671 (M) 
Email: nabhas2003@yahoo.co.in 

Cropping Systems 

Dr U.K. Behera, Associate Dean, College of Agriculture, Orissa 
University of Agriculture & Technology, Chiplima, Sambalpur, 
Orissa-768 025 
Off./Resi:. 09968130091(M) 
(Email: ukbehera2008@rediffmail.com) 
 

Conservation Tillage 
and Farming Systems 

Dr Shiva Dhar, Senior Scientist, Division of Agronomy, IARI, New 
Delhi-110 012 
Mb. 09868354933 
(Email: drsdmisra@gmail.com; misras@lycos.com) 

Wheat Management 



Dr P. Devasenapathy, Professor of Agronomy, Department of 
Agronomy, Tamil Nadu Agril. University, Coimbatore 641 003, T.N. 
09443319381 (M) 
(Email: devasenapathy@tnau.ac.in) 

Cropping Systems 

Dr B.S. Dwivedi, Division of Soil Science & Agricultural Chemistry, 
IARI, New Delhi-110 012 
Off./Resi.: 25733888, 25733731 Ext 4332; Res. (0120) 2882211; Cell: 
9868585759; Email: bsdwivedi@yahoo.com; bsdwivedi@gmail.com] 

Soil fertility, Site-
Specific Nutrient 
Management, Nutrient 
Use Efficiency

Dr B. Gangwar, Project Director, Project Directorate for Farming, 
System Research, Modipuram, Meerut 250 110, U.P. 
Off:/Resi.: 021-2888571; 09412061830 (M) 
(Email: bgangwar@pdcsr.ernet.in) 

Cropping/Farming 
Systems 

Dr Mercy George, Professor of Agronomy, College of Horticulture, 
Vellanikkara, Trichur 680 656, Kerala 
Off./Resi.: 0487-2370822 (O); 0487-2370186 (R); 09961540717 (M) 
(Email: mercy.george@hotmail.com) 

Farming/Cropping 
Systems, Nutrient 
Management 

Dr P.K. Ghosh, Principal Scientist, Crop Production Division, Indian 
Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur-208 024, U.P. 
(Email: ghosh_pk2006@yahoo.com) 

Pulses/Cropping 
Systems for Hilly 
Region 

Dr D.M. Hegde, Project Director, Directorate of Oilseeds Research, 
Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad 500 030, A.P. 
Off./Resi.: 040-24015222; 09441355232 (M) 
(Email: dmhegde@rediffmail.com) 

Cropping Systems, 
Oilseeds 

Dr N.L. Joshi, Principal Scientist, Shishir, Behind Hanuman Temple 
Sardarpura 3rd Street, Udaipur-313 001 Rajasthan 
Off./Resi: Off. 0291-2421660; 09460105180 (M) 
(Email: nljoshi@yahoo.com) 

Dryland Agriculture 

Dr Dileep Kachroo, Professor of Agronomy and Chief Scientist, 
Farming System Research Centre, SKUAST, Jammu, Main Campus, 
Chatha-180 009, J&K 
Off./Resi: 0191-2593560; 09419187553(M)  
(Email: dileepkachroo@rediffmail.com) 

Farming/Cropping 
Systems 

Dr V.D. Khanpara, Professor & Head, Department of Agronomy, 
Junagadh-362 001, Gujarat  
Off./Resi.: 0285-670139; 09428440806 (M) 
(Email: vdkhanpara@gmail.com; vdkhanpara@jau.in) 

Weed Management and 
Water Management  

Dr G.R. Korwar, Principal Scientist (Agronomy) & Head RMD, 
CRIDA (ICAR), Santoshnagar, Saidabad, Hyderabad-500 059, A.P. 
Off./Resi.: 040-24070473, 09440754788 (M) 

(Email: grkorwar@crida.ernet.in; grkorwar@rediffmail.com) 
 

Agro Forestry & 
Dryland 

Dr B.S. Mahapatra, Director, Central Research Institute for Jute and 
Allied Fibers, (ICAR); Barrackpore, Kolkata-700 120 W.B. 
Off./Resi.: 91-3325356124; 09903318887 (M) 
(drbsmahapatra@rediffmail.com; director@crijaf.org.in) 
 

Jute & Allied Fibres 
and Organic Farming 



Dr Azad Singh Panwar, Principal Scientist (Agronomy), ICAR 
Research Complex for NEH Region, Umiam-793 103, Meghalaya 
(Email: panwar_as@sify.com) 

Hill Agriculture   

Dr Himanshu Pathak, Senior Scientist, Division of Environmental 
Sciences, NRL Building, Pusa, IARI, New Delhi-110 012 
Off./Resi.: 25842986; 09899247590 (M) 
(Email: hpathak.iari@gmail.com; him_ensc@iari.res.in) 

Soil Science, 
Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions, Simulation 
Modelling 

Dr T.B.S. Rajput, Project Director, Water Technology Centre, IARI, 
New Delhi-110 012 
Off:./Resi.:011-25846790; 25842494 
pd_wtc@iari.res.in; tbsraj@iari.res.in 

Water Management 

Dr K.R. Reddy, Plant Physiologist/Professor, Department of Plant 
and Soil Sciences, Mississippi State University, Box 9555, Mississippi 
State, MS 39762, USA 
Off./Resi.: 601-324-4351; 601-3245323; 6623259463; 662-3259461 
(Email: krreddy@ra.msstate.edu; krreddy@pss.msstate.edu) 

Environmental Plant 
Physiology 

Dr T.P. Saikia, Principal Scientist, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Regional 
Agril. Research Station, Shillongani, Distt. Nagaon 782 001, Assam 
Off./Resi.: 3672-225023; 3672-221252; 094351-62356 (M) 
(Email: tpsaikia@rediffmail.com; tpsaikia2001@yahoo.com; 
tpsaikia@gmail.com) 

Jute, Rice and 
Intercropping System 

Dr K.G. Saxena, Professor, Department of Environmental Sciences, 
JNU, New Delhi 
Off./Resi.: 26704305; 26741577; 9971461199 (M) 
(Email: kgsaxena@mail.jnu.ac.in   kgsaxena@gmail.com) 

Ecology, Natural 
Resource Management 
and Sustainable 
Development

Dr M.C. Saxena, A-22/7 DLF, Qutub Enclave, Phase-I,  
Gurgaon-122 002, Haryana 
Off./Res:. 0124-4105071, 9871963890 
(Email: m.saxena@cgiar.org; m.saxena@alrc.tottori-u.ac.jp) 

Crop Physiology; Soil-
Water-Plant Relations; 
Pulses Agronomy; 
Dryland Agriculture

Dr A.R. Sharma, Professor, Division of Agronomy, IARI, New 
Delhi-110 012 
Off./Resi.: 011-25842776; 09818514220 (M) 
(Email: sharma.ar@rediffmail.com) 

Conservation 
Agriculture, Nutrient 
Management 

Dr D.K. Sharma, Director, Central Soil Salinity Research Institute, 
Karnal-132 001, Haryana 
Off./Resi.: 0522-2464664; 0522-6545755 09416651464 (M) 
(Email: dineshksharma1@rediffmail.com) 

Soil Salinity and Water 
Management 

Dr V.S. Shinde, Associate Dean (Instruction), Deptt. of Agronomy, 
Marathwada Agricultural University, Parbhani 431 402, M.S. 
Off./Resi.: 02452-231770; 07588082997 (M) 
(Email: adpag@indiatimes.com) 

Cropping System 

Dr Kadambot Siddique, Chair in Agriculture and Director, Institute 
of Agriculture, The University of Western Australia, M082, 35 
Stirling Highway, Crawley, Western Australia 6009, Australia 
Off./Resi.: 618-6488 7012; 6488 7354; 0411 155 396 (M) 
(Email:ksiddique@fnas.uwa.edu.au) 

Legumes  
 



Dr Ghanshyam Singh, Professor of Agronomy, NDUA&T, 
Kumarganj, Faizabad, U.P. 
09450333250 (M) 

Cropping System 

Dr K.A. Singh, Director, IGFRI, Pahujdam, Gwalior Road, Jhansi 
284 003, U.P. 
Off./Resi.: 0510-2730666; 0510-2730385; 0510-2730333 
(Email: kasingh@igfri.ernet.in; kasingh_igfri@yahoo.com) 

Grassland and Forage 
Crops 

Dr R.P. Singh, Director, Institute of Agriculture Science, Banaras 
Hindu University, Varanasi 221 005, U.P.  
Off./Resi.: 0542-2368993; 09450404137 
(Email: rampratapsingh56@gmail.com) 

Weed Management  

Dr N.P. Singh, Director, ICAR Research Complex for Goa, Ela, Old 
Goa 403 402, Goa 
Off./Resi.: 0832-2284677; 0832-2284260; 09422430778 (M) 
(Email: narendraprataps@yahoo.co.in) 

Farming Systems 
Research and Coastal 
Agriculture 

Dr V.P. Singh, Dean, Agriculture Research Institute, Rajendra 
Agricultural University, Pusa, Samastipur 848 125, Bihar 
09431147723 (M),  
(Email: vps_sri@rediffmail.com; vpsingh.pusa@gmail.com) 

Cropping Systems, 
Sugarcane 

Dr. M.V. Venugopalan, Principal Scientist, (Agronomy), Division of 
Crop Production, Central Institute of Cotton Research, P.B. No. 2, 
Sankarnagar, P.O. Nagpur-440 010, M.S. 
09970361057 (M) 
(Email: mvvenugopalan@rediffmail.com) 

Cotton Agronomy 

Dr A.K. Vyas, Head, Division of Agronomy, IARI, New Delhi-12 
Off./Resi.: 011-25841488; 9013221279 (M) 
(Email: drakvyas@yahoo.co.in) 

Soybean Agronomy  

Dr S.K. Yadav, Chief Agronomist, Department of Agronomy, CCS 
HAU, Hisar-125 004, Haryana  
0989688985 (M); (Email: yadavask@gmail.com) 

Water Management 

 

 Discussion was held on improving the quality of journal and it was decided that soft 

and/or hard copy of the paper may be sent to at least two referees with the instructions to send 

the comments within a period of one month.  In case of no-reply is received within one month, 

the referee may be chased through E-mail and phone to expedite the comments and paper may be 

sent to another referee.  If need arise, Chairman desired to have a list of referee not responding, 

so that he can attempt at his level to expedite the comments on the research papers.  Normally 

editors may be given this key responsibility.  Chairman expressed the need to reduce the 

gestation period to six month.  Chairman expressed the concern for delay in publication of 

journal.   



Agenda 4. Constitution of committee for publication of text books as per revised UG & PG 

course curriculum. 

 Chairman expressed the need to publish books based on revised syllabus of UG/PG 

courses.  He informed that ICAR also have provision for writing of text books.  It was decided to 

constitute the following committee to explore the possibility of bringing out of text books as well 

as need based publications on behalf of the society on the occasion of the forthcoming 

International Congress. 

 Dr I.P.S. Ahlawat, Ex-Head (Agronomy), Dwarka, New Delhi Chairman  

 Dr V.M. Bhale, Head, Department of Agronomy, PDKVV, Akola Member  

 Dr A.R. Sharma, Professor (Agronomy), Division of Agronomy Member 

 Dr Guriqubal Singh, Sr. Agronomist (Pulses), PAU, Ludhiana Member 

 Dr T.K. Das, Senior Scientist, Division of Agronomy  Member 

 Dr Ashok Kumar, Sr. Scientist & Treasurer, ISA     Members secretary 

Agenda 5. Discussion on Online submission and review of research articles. 

 The issue was discussed in detail.  It was felt that there are problems of internet 

availability and its connectivity and it access at office as well as at residence.  Due to these 

problems, it may not be feasible for the author as well as reviewer to make correction and 

comments on the paper, in the time slot available with him for these activities. It was brought to 

the notice of the house that most of the Societies are still following the conventional system of 

processing the research articles.  It was however, felt that author can submit the paper through  

E-mail to the Society and Society can send the paper through E-mail to the referee for comments.  

Both soft and hard copies can be sent to the referees.  Paper with comments can be sent to author 

through E-mail also after scanning.  

Agenda 6. Review of decision for inclusion of short note in Indian Journal of Agronomy. 

 It was discussed at length and it was decided to include short note in the journal based on 

one year results, especially based on research problem of M.Sc. students.  Even paper based on 

two years data, can be published as short note.  It was decided that in no case, the percentage of 

short note should not be more than 20% of the total papers included in an issue of the Journal. It 

was decided to implement the decision with immediate effect and get it ratified in the GB 

meeting as and when held. 

 



Agenda 7. Finalization of proforma for directory of ISA members.  

 Proforma for the directory preparation as given below was finalized. It was decided to 

bring out the directory of members of ISA by the end of 2011.  All the Heads, Councillor, 

Editors and Office Bearers of Chapters may be requested to involve themselves to collect the 

bio-data of the members.  Directory may be prepared both in soft and hard version. 

BRIEF BIO DATA OF ISA MEMBERS 
Name of member   

 
Recent photo 

(Passport size) 
Designation & institution where posted  
Date of birth   
Home town and State  
Correspondence address  

 
Email address  
Mb./landline Resi. and Office  
Permanent address  

 
Educational qualification 

Degree University/College Year 
1. Ph.D.    
2. M.Sc.    
3. B.Sc.    

Important position held (starting from present/last position held) 
Position held University/Institution Period 
   
Salient achievements/recognition in numerical figures only – no details are needed. 

1. No. of publication   
2. Ph.D./M.Sc. student guided  
3. Visits abroad  
4. Awards  
5. Symposium/training organized  
6. Symposia/training/attended  
7. Any other  

 

Agenda 8. Publication of hard copy of Agronomy Newsletter. 

 The issue was discussed and Chairman felt the need for the hard copy of the Newsletter 

for easy access.  EC decided to publish hard copy of the Agronomy Newsletter.  This may be 

compiled and edited by Dr A.K. Vyas, Head and Dr Shiv Dhar, Sr. Scientist, Division of 

Agronomy.  In case the information is not sufficient for quarterly issue, then it may be brought 

out six monthly. 



Agenda 9. Discussion on the measures to enhance visibility of the Society. 

 The issue was discussed and EC felt that Society should reduce the gestation period of 

the paper to six months.  It was also decided to strengthen the activities of the chapter.  It was 

also felt that Society and its chapters should organize brain storming sessions, debate involving 

UG/PG students and other activities to improve the professional activities. 

Agenda 10. Discussion on agreement with Indianjournals.com and IOS press. 

 The issue was discussed and it was decided to extend the agreement for another three 

years with the Indianjournals.com and IOS press. 

Agenda 11. Revision of salary of ISA staff. 

 The issue was discussed and it was decided to increase the salary of the staff w.e.f from 

January, 2011 as per the detail given below: 

 Name of staff member Present Revised* 
  Salary( ) Salary( ) 

 Sh. Sompal Singh (Office Assistant) 7,500 9,500* 

 Sh. Sudhir Kumar Tanwar (Computer Operator)  7,000 9,000* 

 Sh. Kharag Ram (Peon) 4,000 5,500 

 *Include 500/- towards TA   

Agenda 12. Any other items with the permission of Chair. 

 The Secretary informed that a sum of Rs. 35,000/- for purchase of computer and 

Rs.50,000/- for purchase of furniture was approved in the meeting of EC meeting held on 

December 18, 2009. The Secretary requested for revalidation of the decision with 20% 

enhancement over the budget approved in EC held on 18-12-2009. The Secretary expressed the 

need to have a photocopier to meet the day to day requirement of the Society work. EC discussed 

the proposal and it was decided that a photocopier of reputed company may be purchased not 

exceeding an expenditure of 2.0 lakh.  

 Chairman stated that cover page of the Journal is not very much impressive.  There is 

need to redesign it as per format and style of International Journal. It was decided to redesign the 

cover page from professional, to bring it on par with International Journal and first issue of 2011 

may be published with new cover page.  On the back of the cover page, list of papers be given.  

 Chairman expressed concern over the activities of the chapters and stressed the need to 

strengthen the activities of chapters. He stated that, we should request Office Bearers of the 



chapters and Head of the Departments to activate the chapters and to give their future 

programmes and corresponding demand of fund to meet part of expenditure. It was decided that 

chapters should discussion/organize meet on the key issue of regional importance which help in 

improving the socio-economic status and livelihood security of the people. He also expressed the 

need for enhancing life membership drive and for that chapters and councillors have to play a 

very important role. There should be enrolment of at least 100 members every year.     

 It was desired to hold a brief meeting on May 18, 2011 to discuss the issue pertaining to 

the Society and 3rd International Agronomy Congress and Dr Rajendra Prasad be requested for 

providing his input. 

 The Secretary, Dr D.S. Rana, informed that we have received two proposal for the ISA 

International Travel Grant.  As per the guidelines of grant, a committee consisting of four 

members will scrutinize the application and make recommendation for EC approval.  In view of 

this, following committee was constituted to consider the case on this account during 2011 and 

2012. 

 Dr D.K. Sharma, Director, CSSRI, Karnal Chairman  

 Dr A.K. Vyas, Head, Division of Agronomy Member 

 Dr Shivadhar, Sr. Scientist, Division of Agronomy Member 

 Dr D.S. Rana, Secretary, Indian Society of Agronomy Member Secretary  

Member Secretary of committee may convene the meeting of committee at the earliest to 

give recommendation on the proposal received for the travel grant. 

EC meeting ended with a vote of thanks to Chair. 

 

       

 (D.S. Rana) (Arvind Kumar) 
 Secretary  President 
 

 


